
             The Avenue Infant School  

        FRIDAY UPDATE 
         Friday 5th January 2024 

SPRING TERM 1 WEEK 1 

WHAT’S ON NEXT WEEK (Spring term 1 Week 2): 

Monday 8th  - Rock Steady Club 

Tuesday 9th  - 

Wednesday 10th  - Play and Perform Club (3.15pm - 4.15pm) 

Thursday 11th  - Story Explorers Club (3.15pm - 4.15pm) 

Friday 12th   - Family Reading session - Reception  8.50 - 9.10am 

Happy New Year everyone!  It has been lovely to welcome the children back to school this week and hear their 
news from the school holidays.  They all seem so happy to be back with their friends and enjoying their new 
learning.  The Spring term is usually one where the children really embed their learning and grow in confidence, 
allowing them to take on new knowledge with even greater pace.  We are delighted to say this term we will be 
celebrating their progress by having a ‘Come & See’ event for parents and carers.  After school on Monday 5th 
February parents / carers can come into school (with your child)  and look at your child’s work so far this year.  It 
will be an informal event, not an appointment with the class teacher, but will allow you to see how your child is 
progressing.   
This term continues our focus on reading and we encourage you to regularly read stories to your child and also for 
them to practise reading their books to you.  Repetition and practice is VITAL in building confidence, skills and 
fluency, and will, in turn, further develop your child’s love of reading and therefore their progress in all curriculum 
areas.   
We look forward to working together with you over the coming term.  Have a lovely weekend. 

IMPORTANT CHANGE- Celebrating birthdays 
In the past, some parents / carers have chosen to send in sweets for their child’s 
class on their birthday.  We have had to make the decision that, due to the increase 
in pupils with different dietary needs and allergies, this will not be possible 
anymore.  We feel this is the safest approach and one which avoids upset for those 
who cannot enjoy the sweets brought in.  It also aligns with our healthy eating 
approach. We will continue to celebrate birthdays by singing ’happy birthday’ to 
your child, if they wish to, in Singing assembly and present them with a birthday 
sticker.  Thank you for your understanding with this change. 

IMPORTANT– Punctuality 

An increasing number of 
children are arriving at 
school late (after 9.00am).  
This is concerning as it 
very much impacts how 
they settle into their day 
and also crucial learning 
time (phonics and reading 
are first thing every 
morning) is missed.  We 
do also see an impact on 
friendships and emotional 
well-being.  Similarly late 
pick-ups unsettle children 
and often impact after 
school meetings / tasks 
for staff.   

Please ensure your child is 
always in school on time 
and collected at the 
correct time so they are in 
the best possible position 
to thrive in their learning. 
If you require support 
with this, please speak to 
a member of staff.  

Thank you.  



SAFEGUARDING UPDATE 
As part of our commitment to safeguarding, it is important that we ensure that parents/
carers are as informed as possible about online safety.  

This week's free online safety guide focuses on staying safe on new devices. It highlights a 
number of tips such as double-checking your news sources, taking breaks from being 
online and not sharing personal information. 

Whether you’re an internet newbie or a pro at surfing the web, it’s always important to 
keep online safety in mind. We’ve pulled together a list of top tips to make it easier for you to protect yourself and 
your devices in the digital world - helping you steer clear of hazards like misleading information and vicious viruses. 
There’s never a bad time to refresh your internet safety knowledge, but it’s an especially smart thing to do before 
you start using any shiny new devices! 

In the guide, you'll find tips such as double-checking your news sources, taking breaks from being online and not 
sharing personal information.  
A larger version of these guides can be downloaded from our school Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/
TheAvenueInfantSchool/ 
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